How can India strengthen its resilience to extreme heat?
1000 -1200 IST | 20 May 2025 | Zoom

As many Indian states face heatwaves and the extreme heat is breaking records globally, the Council on
Energy, Environment and Water (CEEW) is hosting a virtual dialogue to deliberate on strategies for
advancing India’s resilience to extreme heat on 20 May 2025. As extreme heat events in India become
more frequent, intense, and prolonged, it is essential to rapidly scale up heat resilience efforts. A
comprehensive understanding of heat risks district by district is a critical step in this process. CEEW has
conducted detailed research to map heat risks across India’s districts, using 35 indicators covering
climatological changes in heat indices, land-use and land-cover changes, building and population density
exposures, green cover, and socio-economic and health-related vulnerabilities.

At this dialogue, we aim to launch the report titled “How Extreme Heat Is Impacting India: Assessing
District-level Heat Risk” and foster discussion on the strategies for building resilience against extreme
heat. The discussions will focus on the disaster risk reduction strategies, ranging from the
implementation of heat action plans to strengthening health resilience and securing financing solutions.
There will also be a focused discussion on leveraging heat-related data for risk management and early
warnings. These discussions will help in shaping a comprehensive plan for enhancing heat resilience and
adaptive capacity at the national, state, and local levels.

0945 -1000 Signing-in

1000 - 1005 Context setting
Dr Vishwas Chitale, Senior Programme Lead, CEEW

1005 - 1015 Welcome address
Ms Shalu Agrawal, Director of Programmes, CEEW

1015 -1025 Keynote address
Dr M.N. Rajeevan, Vice Chancellor, Atria University & Former Distinguished Scientist,
MOoES

1025 - 1035 Special remarks
Ms Sujata Saunik, Chief Secretary, Government of Maharashtra (recorded message)

1035 - 1055 Technical presentation of the study
Shravan Prabhu, Programme Associate, CEEW

1055 -1100 Launch of the study:
‘How Extreme Heat Is Impacting India: Assessing District-level Heat Risk’ and virtual
group photo

1100 - 1150 Virtual Roundtable | Building resilience to extreme heat in a 2 Deg C world

Mr Safi Ahsan Rizvi, National Disaster Management Authority
Dr Aakash Shrivastava, NPCCHH, MoHFW (TBC)
Dr Akhil Srivastava, India Meteorological Department



THE COUNCIL

Ms Sudha Ramen, State Planning Commission, Government of Tamil Nadu
Moderator | Dr Vishwas Chitale, CEEW

1150 - 1155 Closing remarks
Dr Krishna S. Vatsa, Member, National Disaster Management Authority

1155-1158 Launch of the trailer: India’s Heatwave Heroes!

1158 - 1200 Vote of thanks
Dr Vishwas Chitale, Senior Programme Lead, CEEW

For additional information, please contact:
Mr Shravan Prabhu, Programme Associate, CEEW; Mobile: 9511636838, shravan.prabhu@ceew.in
Dr Vishwas Chitale, Senior Programme Lead, CEEW; Mobile: 8860806692, vishwas.chitale@ceew.in
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